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EDITORIAL 


Dr. Bell Flies 
To Formosa 





Readers of THE JoURNAL have read many edi- 
torials by our Associate Editor with reference to 
China and our China policy. These have been 
written with a deep conviction that the fate of 
China will determine the balance of world power 
for generations to come. Dr. Bell is convinced that 
the overwhelming majority of the Chinese are now 
completely disillusioned about communism and that 
if America is to aid China the time is now. In fact, 
the sands of opportunity are running out as the 
Communists continue their ruthless extermination of 
the best Chinese, just as the Bolshevik minority de- 
stroyed its opposition in Russia thirty years ago. 


With the aim of securing first-hand information 
as to the leadership and morale of the Nationalists 
in Formosa and their potential ability to lead in the 
return of China to the side of democratic freedoms 
and friendship, Dr. Bell, at considerable personal 
sacrifice, both financial and physical, was due to 
leave New York on Monday, the 25th, flying via 
London, Istanbul, Calcutta and Hongkong to Tai- 
peh, the capital of Formosa. 


Dr. Bell plans to spend twelve days in Formosa 
and before leaving received assurances from high 
governmental officials in Taipeh that he could con- 
fer with any and all he wished to visit and see all 
that he wished to see, without any commitment on 
his part as to what he reports when he returns to 
America. 


He is due back in the States, via Tokyo and 
Honolulu, July 14, and we would urge the readers 
of THE JouRNAL to pray for his mission; that he 
may be kept safe, and be given the physical strength 


and the mental and spiritual alertness,nec 
his arduous and unique task. _—— J 
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Freedom As A Cloak 
(I Peter 2:16) 


The words “freedom” and “‘liberty” are on many 
lips today. They are often but a “cloak” to cover up 
maliciousness—our meanness. 


Those who deal in bad business use these words to 
try to justify their course. They want men to be 
“free” to drink, or gamble, or engage in some sort 
of business which destroys men. When we try to 
prohibit poison being sold they shout that we are 
interfering with men’s freedom. 


Those who write and publish bad books, or show 
immoral pictures, are using their freedom to cover 
up their meanness, If we look on the shelves of our 
news stands we see little but trash or worse. I 
understand that if you run such a place you have to 
take what is sent. The same thing seems true of the 
motion pictures. Why should men be free to con- 
taminate the minds of the youth of our land? Is not 
freedom a cloak to cover up this terrible sin? 


Those who teach, or speak, or even preach some- 
times, want to be free to teach, or speak, or preach 
what they please. If we try to stop some of these 
mouths, then the cry of “free speech,” or academic 
freedom, is raised. Under the cloak of freedom they 
spread their false teachings, and often dangerous 
teachings. 


Our age is an age of camouflage, not only on the 
battlefield, but in many other places. We use old 
words to cover up new and subversive ideas. These 
old and loved words, “liberty,” and “freedom,” are 
being used in these modern times to cover up the 
maliciousness and meanness of men. —J.K.P. 





The annual meeting of the supporters of 
The Journal will be held in the First Presby- 
terian Church, Weaverville, N. C., Wednes- 





Tt August 15, at 10 a.m. 














An Open Letter 


To the Rev. Harrison Ray Anderson, D.D., 
Moderator, the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America. 


My dear Brother in Christ: 


I have read with the deepest interest the letter 
(see page 12) which you and the fellow officers of 
your great Church, addressed to our General As- 
sembly at its recent meeting in Orlando, Fla. 


In view of the fact that it was the expressed wish 
of this letter that it also be given to our Presbyteries 
and congregations, I am taking the liberty of re- 
plying, not only as an individual layman and elder, 
but also because I[ believe I am expressing the view- 
point held by the overwhelming majority of the 
membership of our Church who have given con- 
sideration to the move to reunite our two branches 
of Presbyterianism in America. 


The sweetness of spirit shown in your letter is 
such as one would expect from one who knows and 
loves the Lord, as I happen to know that you do. 
The expression of love and the desire for fellowship 
and reunion are deeply appreciated. You have gone 
the second mile, too, in your generous and humble 
request for, “forgiveness of you for whatever we as 
a Church or whatever we as a people have done 
which has been unworthy of our Saviour, or which 
has wounded you, our brethren.” 


As one who also may have been guilty of un- 
worthy attitudes towards your Church, I too would 
like to ask your forgiveness; but I can assure you 
that the bitterness which was engendered in 1861 
and in the subsequent years has long since passed 
and been forgotten. No such bitterness or feeling 
exists in our Church today, for the animosities of 
our own Civil War have been swallowed up and 
forgotten in generations past and have nothing 
whatsoever to do with present opposition to reunion 
under existing conditions. 


The writer was, with the present Moderator of 
our Church, the co-author of the resolution intro- 
duced in our 1948 General Assembly and subse- 
quently passed, whereby we agreed to a moratorium 
on the entire plan of reunion for a period of five 
years, during which time activities should be con- 
fined to exploring avenues of acquaintance and co- 
operation only. 


As I read your letter to our General Assembly I 
became convinced that many of you brethren do not 
understand the reason why there is such strong oppo- 
sition to reunion on the part of so many in our 


Church, 


This opposition is not sectional, for we have the 
closest spiritual ties with all who love our Saviour, 
both north and south of the Mason-Dixon line, 
regardless of their race or color and regardless of 
whether they live here or abroad. 


There is strong opposition on the part of many 
who feel that a small Church—comparatively— 
which is well organized and proving efficient in 
local and world service, has nothing to gain in 
merging, or being submerged, into a much larger 
organization. This is a matter of judgment which 
involves the simple question as to wherein lies the 
most effective course for carrying out the Lord’s 
work and promoting His Kingdom. 


But it is not that about which I would write. The 
problem which confronts us, the importance of 
which dwarfs all others, is simply this: your 
Church is an inclusive Church, an _ inclusiveness 
which has been open and unopposed since the 
writing and signing of the Auburn Affirmation in 


1924. 


We believe that because of this inclusiveness in 
the Church—not just your denomination, but in 
most all of the great Protestant denominations— 
the Church of Jesus Christ has suffered greatly in 
its influence on a lost and needy world. We believe 
that, of all places, the Church should be led by men 
of strong convictions with reference to great doc- 
trines of Christianity. We believe that these doc- 
trines are clearly stated in the Scriptures and in our 
own standards and we further believe that faith in 
these doctrines will make the kind of men our 
nation and the world so desperately need today. 


Presbyterianism has always made allowance for 
differences of judgment and opinion on a great va- 
riety of matters within the scope of theological inter- 
pretation. But, the Presbyterianism of our fore- 
fathers was stronger stuff than what we have now 
and developed spiritual and moral leadership which 
is lacking today. 


As you know, the Auburn Affirmation—signed by 
more than 1,200 ministers of your Church—was a 
protest against a deliverance of your General As- 
sembly with reference to certain essential doctrines 
of Christianity, doctrines which had been denied by 
some who had been ordained in one or more Presby- 
teries. There are those who have insisted that this 
was merely a constitutional protest but a reading of 
the Affirmation itself shows beyond the shadow of a 
doubt that it is an attack on these doctrines them- 
selves. 


We do not believe that the Virgin Birth is a 


“theory” to be accepted or rejected at the election 
of an individual. 
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We do not believe that the vicarious atonement is 
a “theory” which can be subject to denial at will. 


We do not believe that the bodily resurrection of 
our Lord is simply a “theory,” but rather that it is 
one of the most clearly attested facts of both secular 
and Scriptural history and the very foundation of 
our hope of immortality. 


We do not believe that faith in the miraculous- 
working power of our Lord is a “theory.” On the 
other hand, such rejection nullifies great portions of 
the gospel records, accounts which show clearly that 
He performed these miracles, not only to relieve 
suffering and supply need, but most of all, to prove 


that He was the Son of God. 


The average church member looks with con- 
siderable distrust and disfavor on those who would 
destroy faith in the plenary inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, but, such is being done despite the testimony 
of the Bible itself and the statements of our Con- 
fession of Faith. Such phrases as: “ ... being imme- 
diately inspired by God, and by His singular care 
and providence kept pure in all ages, are therefore 
authentical”’; “The infallible rule of interpretation 
of the Scripture is the Scripture itself”; and 
“The authority of the Holy Scripture ... de- 
pendeth wholly upon God ... the author 
thereof; and therefore is to be received, because it 
is the word of God”; none of these statements lend 
themselves to a double interpretation and men have 
lost both in personal life and in spiritual power be- 
cause they have been taught, and as a result of that 
teaching have lost faith in both the reliability and 
the authority of God’s Word. We look with 
rightful suspicion on those who “interpret” facts so 
that they actually become no longer truth but error. 


It is because your Church chose the road of in- 
clusiveness rather than make an issue of these es- 
sential doctrines that many of us are unwilling to 
unite with you. Not that we do not have such a 
situation in our own Church, for we do, but in 
much less aggravated degree. But, we know that 
should a merger take place, the dominant leadership 
could well be in the hands of those who prefer an 
inclusive policy, rather than a clear-cut stand for the 
historic doctrines of evangelical Christianity. 


To many of us, the need and the hope of the 
Church is a great reaffirmation of and preaching of 
these and other glorious doctrines of Christianity. 
We do not believe that God’s blessing depends on 
outward unification or on numbers, but rather on 
loyalty to Him and His Word. We believe that the 
power of the Holy Spirit is most clearly manifested 
where men have such simple faith and staunch con- 
victions, without which revealed Christianity be- 
comes one vast debating ground and the human 
mind the final source of authority. 


It has not been, nor is it pleasant now, to be 
placed in a position often referred to as “re- 
. x” « om 4 > 66 7 646° ” 
actionary,” “obstructive,” “narrow,” “bigoted,” or 
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even “ignorant.” But, we believe that doctrinal 
purity and ecclesiastical integrity are essential if the 
Church is to fulfill her mission as God would have 
her to. 


One other thing which has given us great pause is 
this: in our Book of Church Order you will find 
this paragraph, which is one of the questions for 
Ordination: “Do you sincerely receive and adopt 
the Confession of Faith and the Catechisms of this 
Church, as containing the system of doctrine taught 
in the Holy Scriptures; and do you further promise 
that if at any time you find yourself out of accord 
with any of the fundamentals of this system of doc- 
trine, you will on your own initiative make known 
to your Presbytery the change which has taken place 
in your views since the assumption of this ordination 
vow?” When our joint Committees on Co-operation 
and Union were making up the proposed new Book 
of Church Order, the members of your committee 
refused to include this part which I have copied in 
italics. To many of us the inescapable conclusion 
was that the assents contained in the ordination 
vows are considered by your leaders to be elective, 
whereas we consider them binding. 


I would mention one other trend which to many 
of us seems significant. Admitting that there are 
institutions where we agree the emphasis is on 
theories and doctrines and interpretations which are 
not supported by the Scriptures, there are other 
institutions outside denominational bounds, such as 
Fuller Theological Seminary, where the teaching is 
scholarly, the emphasis evangelical and the grad- 
uates come out committed to preaching the gospel 
as we have historically recognized it should be 
preached. We have noted the attitude of some of 
your men and some of your Presbyteries to the loyal 
Presbyterian scholars on the faculty of that institu- 
tion and to its graduates. At the same time grad- 
uates from Chicago, Yale and Union in New York 
are accepted willingly and without question. You 
cannot blame conservative evangelical men in our 
Church from wondering just where they might find 
themselves in the years to come, should union 
transpire. 


In writing this letter I have one purpose: to show 
you that we are not unmindful of the hundreds of 
wonderful evangelical men in your Church, of 
which you are one. I know that this side of Heaven 
there is no perfect organization and we cannot hope 
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to have one. I know of the grave imperfections in 
my own life and in the life and organization of my 
own Church. We do not feel that we are more spir- 
itual or more discerning than you. But, to many of 
us a vital compromise was made with unbelief when 
the Auburn Affirmation went unchallenged in your 
Church and throughout the subsequent years, as 
signers of this Affirmation came more and more into 
prominence and power in the agencies and institu- 
tions of your Church we have been both disquieted 
and distressed. 


I would close with this thought. God knows the 
purposes and the intents of our hearts. In some great 
crisis—and it may well come—we may find that the 
fires of trial and tribulation, and even persecution, 
will show how real faith and loyalty to our Lord 


cross borders which we may have artificially erect- 
ed. But, until we have more light, many in our 
Southern Church feel that loyalty to God’s Word, 
and the doctrines which we believe are clearly 
taught therein, is infinitely more important than any 
union or outward organization. In fact we feel that 
a Church must have convictions and the courage to 
stand for those convictions, The hope of Protes- 
tantism and Presbyterianism is a _ ringing re- 
affirmation of the great doctrines of Christianity 
which set it apart as our only hope now and for all 
eternity. Lost sinners need the assurance of authority 
and that authority is: “Thus saith the Lord.” 


Cordially and affectionately, 
Your brother in Christ, 
L. NELSON BELL. 





Not A Good Presbyterian 
Distinction 


The use of the words “clergy” and “laity” seems 
to be increasing in our denomination. Our impression 
is that the terms are scarcely ever found in our older 
books of church order. Certainly, the distinction is 
never found in the New Testament Church. The 
word clergy is used in the Greek New Testament 
only in I Peter 5:3, and is there translated God’s 
heritage or the charge alloted to you—that is, it 
means what men now call the laity. The distinction 
seems to occur first in the early Church with Ter- 
tullian about 200 A. D. and the clevage is sharper 
with Cyprian, 250 A. D. 


Dr. R. L. Dabney spoke of the Presbyterian ruling 
elders as clergy, and when one thinks of the boys 
were made members of the lower clergy in the 
mediaeval church, he is ready to agree that the 
typical Presbyterian elders and deacons are more 
worthy of the term than the average of those who 
wore it through the middle ages. The old church 
buildings of that period were divided with a chancel 
for the clergy and a nave for the laity (Cf. the 
Westminster Abbey or Salisbury Cathedral) in 
order that only the former might be heated for the 
many services held by the clergy and for their in- 
struction in Latin, and the computation of the 
calendar for Easter. There is something worthwhile 
about many of these mediaeval bishops trying to 
keep the light of learning and of piety in at least 
their own familia of little clerks. We owe a debt to 
the fidelity that handed on the faith through the 
Dark Ages. 

With the Renaissance and the Reformation, learn- 
ing became general, and the New Testament recog- 
nition of the priesthood of all believers destroyed the 
distinction between clergy and laity. In the Presby- 
terian Churches no more need was found for a 
chancel for the clergy and a nave for the laity. 
Under Calvin in Geneva all the people—not just the 
mediaeval clergy—came to all the services of wor- 
ship. Under the Roman Catholic system the laity 
were not expected to come more than once a week, 
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unless it were some great church festival. 


Today the distinction between clergy and laity 
is a Roman Catholic division of God’s people. It is 
sometimes abused by them to the point where the 
Church refers only to the clergy. The strength of 
Protestantism is in the priesthood of all believers. 
Our churches go forward on the hands, the feet, the 
voices and the gifts of the congregation—volunteer, 
unpaid workers. 


It may be that at times we have to use the words 
clergy and laity to be understood in our complicated 
society. I always feel like apologizing when I have to 
use these unPresbyterian terms. By all means let us 
avoid encouraging the distinction between clergy 
and laity in our Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. We need no clerical caste to open the way 
to God for us. For by Him (our own Lord Jesus 
Christ) we all have access by one Spirit unto the 
Father. In Christ all believers are God’s lot, God’s 
called, God’s holy people to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices unto Him. —Wnm.C.R. 
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The eaten 
Ten Commandments 


according to 


The Shorter Catechism 


By Dr. Wm. Childs Robinson 
Q. 56. What is the reason annexed to the third 


commandment? 


A. The reason annexed to the third command- 
ment is that however the breakers of this command- 
ment may escape punishment from men, yet the 
Lord our God shall not suffer them to escape His 
righteous judgment. 


God who made us and knows our human nature 
better than any psychologist does not hesitate to use 
fear as one motive to lead us to do right. 


Parents and teachers properly punished us when 
we were children for using bad language. The 
United States Government has lately sent several 
men to prison for making false statements under 
oath. But human governments cannot detect and 
punish every violator of this commandment, yet God 
will not suffer them to escape His just judgment. In 
the Old Testament, a blasphemer was stoned. 
(Lev. 24:10-16). The New Testament says that 
what a man sows, that shall he reap. (Gal. 6:7). 
Both testaments tell us of the great, final judgment 
of God which no one will escape. 


Reader, will you enter that judgment with your 
sins on your own head or will you appear there as a 
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and A Year’s Subscription to The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


BOTH FOR $5. Enclosed [] Bill [7] 


I understand this subscription may be my own 
or a gift, new or renewal. Send only $2 extra 
and both you and the person to whom you 
may give The Journal will receive the special 
book offer of The Reformed Doctrine Of Pre- 
destination. 


believer in the Saviour who took your sins upon 
Himself, and who will confess you before the Great 


White Throne as His disciple? 





Are Picture Worship 
Centers Presbyterian? 


We invite the readers of this question to consider 
it dispassionately. For often light is in inverse ratio 
to heat. The Christians of the early centuries drifted 
into the use of pictures on flat surfaces and then 
three-dimension statues such as we now find in the 
Greek and in the Roman Catholic churches. How- 
ever good may have been the intention of these 
people, they brought in idolatrous practices—and 
who is to say that we cannot do the same? 


Further, we invite the reader to consider this 
question objectively. It is not a question of his sub- 
jective opinion against that of the contributing 
editor. The Presbyterian Church accepts the Bible 
as its standard or norm for testing doctrine and 
practice, and the Confession and Catechisms as 
standard expositions of the Scriptures. Our question, 
then, is: are picture worship centers warranted by 
Holy Scripture and the Church’s official exposition 
thereof? 


The Second Commandment says: ‘“Thou shalt 
not make unto thee any graven image, or any like- 
ness ... thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 
nor serve them.” 


The Church’s Larger Catechism, answer 109, 
interprets this as forbidding “The making of any 
representation of God, of all, or of any of the Three 
Persons, either inwardly in our mind, or outwardly 
in any kind of image or likeness of any creature 
whatsoever; all worshipping of it, or God in it or 
by it.” 

Professor A. Mitchell Hunter of Edinburgh, 
Scotland, says that the Reformed Church “disap- 
proved of any pictorial representation of either God 
or Christ, finding their authority in Exodus 20:4.” 


Now most of the pictures used as worship centers 
are pictures of Christ. They are used to worship 
Him by them. And when a call to worship such as 
Psalm 95:6-7 is used before one of these worship 
centers, are we not, in defiance of the commandment, 
inviting the worshippers to bow down before these 
pictorial representations of Christ? 


But this editorial ought not to end on a negative 
note. Our King of love is a largehearted, generous 
sovereign. If He directs us away from man-made 
representations it is in order that He may invite us 
to the worship-center. He has ordained for us, 
namely, the Lamb standing in the midst of the 
throne as He had been sacrificed—the High Priest 
who ever lives to intercede for us. Instead of focus- 
ing the eyes of our bodies on a picture, let us focus 
the eyes of our faith upon the living Christ at God’s 
right hand—and then His power and grace and 
wisdom will enrich and uplift and ennoble the wor- 


shipper. —Wnm.C.R. 
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Business As Usual 


If the first few people who entered a grocery 
story to buy on Sunday were struck dead, others 
might be deterred from similar acts. But God does 
not deal in such fashion. 


Were the State of Texas to enforce its laws, and 
were officers alive to their duty, and were courts 
conscientious in discharging their obligations accord- 
ing to oath for the administration of justice, none 
would engage in such Sunday traffic as violates the 
laws of man. (In justification of laxity it is com- 
monly stated that you cannot enforce any law if the 
people do not want it enforced, which, however 
true, is no compliment either to people or to con- 
stituted authority). 


We oppose all unnecessary buying and selling on 
Sunday because we believe the word of God forbids 
it. The principle of holy rest one day in seven 
carries over into the New Testament, however much 
good men may differ as to the binding nature of 
the Mosaic 4th commandment on the Christian of 
today. But of course, non-Christians reject this 
reason for keeping Sunday sacred. 


We have often wondered how anyone could base 
religious standing in the observance of the Old 
Testament Sabbath, i.e. the specific seventh day of 
the week. It can be only ignorance which takes such 
position, however pious the purpose. As we read 
historians, we find that when J. Caesar reformed the 
calendar, he added one day each four years. Later 
he added 67 days. In the 16th Century, Gregory 
XIII changed October 5 to October 15, in his re- 
form. When in the middle of the 18th Century, 
England adopted the Gregorian Calendar, about 
eleven days were thrown out in the recokoning of 
time. 


Again we oppose Sunday opening by all other than 
absolutely necessary places of business, because the 
paganization of the Holy Day tends to cheapen all 
religion and to lower all standards. The Christian 
Sabbath has been historically the touchstone of piety, 
whether personal or public. There seems to be more 
than mere coincidence between decline in Sabbath 
observance and declension in morals, The “Puritan” 
Sabbath was paralleled by the paragon of character 
in the British Isles over against the “continental 
Sabbath” and general loose living. But presumably 
only those whose consciences are alive and who have 
serious concern for revealed religion will agree here. 


Again we oppose Sunday traffic in ordinary busi- 
ness matters because of the damaging effect on young 
people and children. The Sabbath and Family re- 
ligion have always been treated as binary: they go 
logically together. If for children no distinction is 
made between the week-day and the Lord’s Day, 
there comes tragedy. We are at such point now. 
Israel of old was instructed to erect stones memorial- 
izing the providence of God, so that when their chil- 
dren should ask: “What mean ye by these stones” ? 
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the parents could seize such opportunity for religious 
instruction. We may soon have no stones to excite 
the interest of our children! Likely only those keenly 
conscious of the danger to state and for church as 
well, will be moved by this. 


But there is one argument, even aside apparently 
from religion, which should appeal to all folk alike. 
For even as there is nothing arbitrary about Sunday 
as a physical necessity, a day of rest for man and 
even for machine, so those who are not even inclined 
to religion, should be powerfully exercised by the 
humanitarian argument for Sunday observance. It 
has been demonstrated scientifically that the human 
body needs a weekly rest from customary occupation. 
This was done, for example, years ago by Prof. E. 
G. Martin of Harvard Medical School: only a full 
day of relaxation from ordinary engagements, brings 
the human body back to par. Regard then for the 
rights and privileges of others, if not a desire to obey 
God, should lead to a closed Sunday. Callous Chris- 
tians and all non-Christians, and each person in the 
land—all who wish to be done by—as they do, 
should combine to give every man the opportunity 
for necessary physical rest and the privilege of re- 
lief from the duties pressing upon him the other six 
days of the week. 


Surely it is evident that if no one bought goods on 
Sunday, there would be no sellers; and no proprieter 
could claim in defense that he “can’t afford to lose 
the business”: he would lose only if he kept open- 
house! Also the big oil companies would no longer 
require their service stations to operate seven days a 
week. (A few properly spaced stations could sell in 
necessitous cases). But our observation is that those 
who do business on Sunday do it for convenience, or 
due to thoughtlessness, and because stores are open. 
Very few are compelled to buy on Sunday. 


A closed Sunday would hardly effect universal 
church attendance. It would afford for each one an 
opportunity to meet in the public worship of God, 
and here, the church and Christian folk could 
provide the incentives complementing the call and 
the claim of God on conscience and on life. 


—R.F.G. 





SUMMARY OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
According To The Shorter Catechism 
By William Childs Robinson, Professor of Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 20c per copy, 
$2.00 per dozen, or $15.00 per one hundred copies 
postpaid. Order from The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal, Weaverville, N. C, 
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(Continued From Last Week) 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


Church Property 
tt -< third Ad Interim committee docketed to 


report was on the study of church property. 

The 1950 Assembly appointed a special com- 
mittee to “study the whole question of church prop- 
erty as related to the Presbytery and other church 
courts.” The moderator and the stated clerk of the 
General Assembly, in conjunction with the chairman 
of the Assembly’s nominating committee, felt that 
the permanent judicial committee of the Assembly 
met the specifications set forth by the 1950 Assembly 
and therefore assigned to this body this task. 


This capable committee consisted of Dr. J. R. 
McGregor, chairman, Montreat, N. C.; Dr. J. A. 
Millard Jr., Hot Springs, Ark.; Judge D. H. Edd- 
ington, Mobile, Ala.; Rev. Ray D. Fortna, New 
Orleans, La.; Rev. Robert A. McCurdy, Goliad, 
Tex.; Justice Julian Alexander, Jackson, Miss.; 
Rev. W. Arnette Gamble, Charlotte, N. C.; Judge 
Wilson Warlick, Newton, N. C.; Judge A. C. 
Buchanan, Tazewell, Va., and Dr. E. C. Scott, ex- 
officio member, Atlanta, Ga. 


Each member of the committee was asked to make 
a study of the question and if desired to submit a 
paper to the other members of the committee. Papers 
were distributed by five of the members of the com- 
mittee. Following these individual studies, the com- 
mittee spent an entire day in discussion of that which 
was committed to it and the adoption of the report 
which follows. The official report unanimously 
adopted by the General Assembly’s permanent judi- 
cial committee is; 


That as a result of our study and delibera- 
tion, we submit to the General Assembly the 
following five statements as our answer to the 
Assembly: 


1. The legal title to property of a particular 
church is in its trustees on the behalf of that 
congregation. Therefore, the property is act- 
ually controlled by the congregation. This is 
recognized by both the civil and ecclesiastical 
courts. The right to hold and dispose of prop- 
erty is granted by the State. 


2. A voluntary religious society which con- 
stitutes a part of a religious organization or 
denomination, having established tribunals au- 
thorized to decide questions of faith, discipline, 
rule, or ecclesiastical government, is bound by 
decisions of such tribunals in such questions. 


3. In such cases where a right of property 
asserted in a civil court is dependent solely on 
a question of doctrinal discipline, ecclesiastical 
law, rule, or church government and that ques- 
tion has been decided by the highest tribunal 
within the organization, the civil courts will 
ordinarily accept that decision. 


4. Where property is acquired by a particular 
church, by purchase or otherwise, for the use of 
such church, it will be a matter for civil courts 
to determine who constitute such church or 
its legitimate successors. 


5. If trustees or members of a particular 
church undertake to withdraw and attempt to 
take their church property with them, it may 
subject all questions of ownership and control 
to a decision by the civil courts. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. Rupert McGregor, Chairman. 


After brief discussion of the matter of church 
property by Rev. Robert R. Wallace, a former at- 
torney, a substitute was offered by Rev. J. C. Cren- 
shaw to receive this report for reference and have it 
recorded in the minutes of the General Assembly. 
This substitute prevailed, and from henceforth all 
future discussions of church property must refer to 
this document prepared by this able judicial com- 
mittee. 


Judicial Business 


HE standing committee on judicial business 

found that the complaint of Rev. John C. Black- 
burn against the Synod of South Carolina was 
technically in order and recommended that the As- 
sembly appoint a judicial committee to try this case. 
This recommendation was adopted and a commission 
was appointed. The commission adopted the follow- 
ing report: 


In the matter of the complaint of Rev. John 
C. Blackburn against the Synod of South Caro- 
lina, “For Their Failure to Answer Certain 
Questions Concerning the Orthodoxy of an Ex- 
amination of a Minister by Congaree Presby- 
ter,” the Commission replies as follows: 


After carefully considering all the records in 
the case, and patiently listening to both com- 
plainant and Rev. F. W. Gregg, representing 
the respondent, the Commission votes unanim- 
ously not to sustain the complaint. Our reason 
for this action is that we have found nothing 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


frregular or improper in the records of what 
was done or in the facts as verbally reported 
by the complainant. 


The provisions of the Book of Church Order 
for receiving ministers by transfer from one 
presbytery to another are quite explicit, and in 
the judgment of your Commission adequately 
safeguard the faith of our fathers and the com- 
mon heritage of the Presbyterian ministry. 
Each Presbytery is the sole judge of the extent 
to which the prescribed examinations are to be 
carried out and must accept responsibility for 
its own share in upholding the standards of our 
church. 


The record of the case and the minutes of 
the Commission are filled with the Stated Clerk 
of the General Assembly. The Commission, hav- 
ing completed the business committed to it, 
asks to be discharged. 


Bills And Overtures 


IFTY-TWO bills and overtures were present- 

ed to the 1951 General Assembly. Many of 
these were referred to standing committees for ap- 
propriate action. 


The standing committee on Bills and Overtures 
heard the request from Elder T. Shep Clark of 
Augusta “that the General Assembly of 1951 abolish 
the forced retirement of our ministers” by referring 
to the Assembly’s permanent committee on The 
Minister and His Work, with the purpose of giving 
this matter further study in the hope that the older 
and retired ministers of our church may be suffici- 
ently used in the work of our church, and to report 
with recommendations to the next Assembly. The 
second request of Elder Clark “that the General 
Assembly of 1951 abolish the rotary system of elect- 
ing elders” was answered in the negative. 


Women’s W ork 


HE standing committee on Women’s Work, of 

which Dr. George H. Vick of Charleston, W. 
Va., served as chairman, noted progress and devel- 
opment in every phase of women’s work. The re- 
port showed the total of 2,963 Women of the 
Church organizations in the Assembly, with a total 
of 287,217 women enlisted in study and service. 
The report further indicated a continuation of the 
high efficiency which has marked the work of wo- 
men in the Presbyterian Church of the U. S. and 
shows that during the preceding church year, the 
interest among the women has been at an exception- 
ally high level. 


Prior to the adoption of this report, Mrs. T. 
Smith Brewer, chairman of the board, outlined 
briefly the work of the board and introduced to the 
Assembly Mrs. John L. Parkes, assistant secretary ; 
Miss Evelyn L. Green, secretary of the program 
division; Miss Louise Davidson, vice chairman, and 
Mrs, Paul K. Buckels, chairman of the advisory 
council, 


Annuities And Relief 


HE standing committee on Annuities and Re- 
lief commended Dr. Wade H. Boggs, executive 
secretary of the Board of Annuities and Relief, for 
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“his sure knowledge of the opportunities and respon- 
sibilities of his office, his competent management of 
the affairs of the office, and his Christian under- 
standing of the needs and problems of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S.” 


Overture No. 44 from St. Johns Presbytery was 
answered as follows: 


This committee advises that any increase in 
the minimum benefits would call for capital 
funds not now available. For example, to double 
the guaranteed minimum benefits an increase 
in capital funds amounting to $5.5 million and 
an increase in total dues from 10 to 18% per- 
cent of the salary basis would be required. 
Therefore, we recommend that the overture be 
answered in the negative. 


W orld Missions 


HE standing committee on World Missions in- 

formed the Assembly that our foreign mission 
work continues to be the most fruitful arm of our 
church’s endeavor. The 10,346 additions on pro- 
fession of faith represent the largest gain ever re- 
corded in any one year of our history, almost half 
as many as were gained by our church at home last 
year through the efforts of all of the synods, pres- 
byteries and local congregations. 


The total communicant membership in our foreign 
fields now registers 114,697, but this figure would 
have to be augmented by tens of thousands as those 
who have been transferred to membership in the 
national churches were not included. 


The report goes on to say: 


our missionaries are now preaching, teach- 
ing, and living the Gospel throughout 610 
organized congregations, 3,059 outstations, 
6,767 trained native workers, 1,353 mission 
schools attended by 56,234 students, and 14 
hospitals which during the year treated 
186,613 patients and maintained daily clinical 
practices reaching thousands more. These 
figures show a remarkable increase over those 
of the previous year, revealing that despite 
war and confusion, the tangible results of our 
work are as impressive as ever. 


We note with grave concern that the foreign 
mission enterprise of our church is being hamp- 
ered by a gradual but fatal process of dimin- 
ishing support. 


In 1920 the Church gave twelve cents out of 
every church dollar to foreign missions; in 1925 
eight cents and one mill; in 1930, eight cents 
and three mills; in 1935, seven cents; in 1940, 
five cents and eight mills; in 1945, five cents 
and eight mills; in 1950, three cents and two 
mills, or, if the Program of Progress Funds 
are also included, five cents and two mills. 
The contributions to Foreign missions in 1925 
were $1,248,066; in 1950, twenty-five years 
later, $1,229,712. The total contributions of 
the church to all causes for those years were: 
in 1925, $14,935,170; in 1950, $38,088,733. 


Actually, our Foreign Mission Program is not 
now able to operate on its current receipts. 
Year before last it was necessary to take more 
than $100,000 from Program of Progress 
Funds to piece out receipts that were insuffi- 








tieht to meet the year’s expeiise. Last year, 

more than $200,000 of Program of Progress 

money was so used. 
The standing committee recommended that the 
Assembly urge all of our churches to support the 
Tithing Adventure and other efforts that are being 
planned for completion of the Program of Progress 
during the coming year so that the $4 million funds 
for the expansion and equipment of our foreign 
mission enterprises may be realized in full. 


It was further recommended that the Assembly 
take cognizance of the serious condition that faces 
our foreign mission work because of the ever smaller 
proportion that it receives of our Church’s gifts; 
that the problem be referred by the Assembly to the 
General Council for a report to be made to the 1952 
Assembly, and that presbyteries be urged to review 
their allocations to benevolences with a view to pro- 
viding a more adequate support for this work. 


In answer to Overtures 34-36, relative to the 
International Christian University of Japan, the 
committee recommended that the General Assembly 
reafirm its action taken by the 1950 General As- 
sembly in this matter and that Overtures 34 and 35 
be answered in the affirmative, and that Overture 
36 be answered in the negative. To the surprise of 
many, this recommendation was passed without 
debate. From all indications, the International 
Christian University of Japan is now a dead issue 
in our Southern Presbyterian Church. 


Education 


HIS General Assembly marked the completion 

of 90 years of continuous service of this educa- 
tional and publication agency of our church. This 
past year has been one of the most successful years 
in its history. The benevolence department received 
and distributed $282,332.33 during the past year. 
The gross receipts including benevolences was 
$1,513,572.29. The board was congratulated upon 
the efficiency with which its business interests have 
been managed. 


It will be of interest to note that the Assembly 
changed the title from “Board of Education” to 
“The Board of Christian Education.” This was done 
in order to emphasize the distinctly Christian char- 
acter of the work of this board. 


The Assembly recommended that the church 
observe the Golden Anniversary of the Vacation 
Bible School movement during the Summer of 1951 
by organizing the largest number of Vacation Bible 
Schools in the history of the Assembly. 


Every Sunday School is asked to observe Septem- 
ber 1951 as Religious Education month and Sept. 
30 as Rally Day. 


The Board Of Church 


Extension 


HE division of home missions reported that the 
sustentation department has supported in whole 
or in part 532 workers in 605 churches, 177 out- 
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posts, six institutional centers and five schools in 59 
presbyteries. In its area of primary responsibility, the 
department has provided the larger portion of sup- 
port for our mountain work and for Indian, Mexi- 
can and other foreign language work. 


Fifty-two presbyteries were aided in their regular 
work of sustentation and extension. Rapid and 
effective progress has been made in the town and 
country department, the urban church department, 
and Sunday School extension department. 


The Assembly designated the church extension 
season to be October 1 - November 4. This is to be 
a time of rededication to the evangelistic and ex- 
tension enterprise of the church. The church was 
further requested to observe October 28 - November 
4 as a week of prayer and self-denial for home 
missions, 


The home mission department was commended 
for its studies and progress toward more adequate 
home mission salaries and asked to present the matter 
more fully to the 1952 General Assembly, looking 
forward to the improvement of the salary of home 
mission workers, 


Dr. John M. Alexander, director of the division 
of radio, informed the Assembly in regard to the 
church’s progress in the realm of television. The 
Assembly answered Overture 38 from the Presby- 
tery of North Alabama, concerning making the 
radio programs around the single theme of evangel- 
ism for the unchurched masses throughout the world, 
by requesting the division on radio to make the 
supreme objective of all radio programs the winning 
of men to Christ. 


The division on Negro work showed every 
evidence of careful research into the problems in- 
volved in this work. Recommendation No. 4 pre- 
cipitated quite a bit of debate relative to the dissolu- 
tion of Snedecor Memorial Synod. The following 
action was adopted: 


(1) That the Snedecor Memorial Synod 
change the name of the North and South Caro- 
lina Presbytery to Georgia-Carolina Presby- 
tery; and that the Synod of Georgia be asked 
to receive it as one of its Presbyteries, and that 
the Snedecor Memorial Synod transfer Grant 
Chapel, Darien, Georgia, and the Second 
Church, Thomasville, Georgia, from Central 
Alabama Presbytery to Georgia-Carolina Pres- 
bytery. 


(2) That the Synod of Alabama be asked to 
receive Central Alabama as one of its Presby- 
teries. ; 


(3) That the Snedecor Memorial Synod com- 
bine Central Louisiana and Ethel Presbyteries 
to form Louisiana-Mississippi Presbytery and 
that the Synod of Louisiana be asked to re- 
ceive it as one of its presbyteries. 


(4) That 30 days after the Stated Clerk of 
the General Assembly has been notified by the 
Stated Clerks of the Synods involved that the 
above actions have been taken, Snedecor Me- 
morial Synod shall stand dissolved. 
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‘This committee also made a fine report in regard 
to the American Bible Society: 


During 1950 the Society distributed at home 
and abroad 711,221 Bibles, 1,094,710 Testa- 
ments and 9,250,653 Portions, a total of 11,- 
056,584, an increase of more than 25 percent 
over the previous year; exceeded any year since 
1944 in its distribution in the United States, 
which was 409,471 Bibles, 726,463 Testaments 
and 5,094,436 Portions, a total of 6,230,370 
volumes; 


Surpassed the previous year by more than 50 
percent in the annual distribution of embossed 
volumes and Talking Book records for the 
blind, with a total of 28,110; published over 
two million copies of the Gospel of Luke in 
magazine form, with 64 illustrations and two 
maps; 


Supplied Testaments in nine different lang- 
uages for the men in the United Nations forces 
fighting in Korea; reached the total of 
3,000,000 volumes distributed in Japan, the 
quota set for the year. 


Educational Institutions 


HE standing committee’s report on Educational 
Institutions was one of the few reports that 
engendered debate. This committee recommended : 


That in answer to Recommendation No. 25 
from the Board of Education suggesting a 
special Ad Interim committee of seven or more 
be appointed by Dr. J. Ross McCain, Dr. James 
L. Fowle and Dr. Hunter Blakely to study the 
relationship between Montreat College and the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., to study the vital 
welfare of the college and to report to the 
next meeting of the Assembly the appropriate 
recommendations. 


Elder R. R. Williams, of Asheville Presbytery, 
offered as a substitute: 


That the General Assembly recognize Mon- 
treat College as a Presbyterian institution con- 
trolled by Mountain Retreat Association. 


The joint moderators disagreed at this point. 
Moderator McCain was strongly in favor of the 
committee’s report. Moderator Fowle made a strong 
plea for the substitute offered by Elder Williams. 
After extensive debate, the substitute was carried. 


In response to Overture 52 from the Synod of 
Appalachia, cautioning the heads of our institutions 
to invite speakers who are sound in the faith, the 
Assembly voted in the negative. It seems to this re- 
porter, from a commonsense point of view, that this 
was an unwise response. It is a well known fact that 
confidence in an institution is the first requisite for 
its success and action of this kind tends to destroy 
confidence and to create suspicion. It would seem 
that the heads of these institutions would be the first 
to champion an overture of this kind. Their failure 
to do so has a tendency to raise interrogation points. 


Inter-Church Relations 


HE committee on Inter-Church Relations noted 
that the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church voted against a proposed plan of union. It 
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Announcing! 
A LIBRARY OF REPRINTED ARTICLES 


from the pages of 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


We believe you will agree with us that the 
articles which have appeared in The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal make an outstanding 
collection of Christian thought and theology. 


And The Cost Is Amazingly Low For 
Such An Outstanding Value 


(Actually we feel the worth of these articles 
cannot be evaluated and the prices quoted in 
the easy-to-use order form on the reverse side 
of this page merely represent printing and 
processing costs). 
SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR A LIST OF 
REPRINTS NOW AVAILABLE 


ADDITIONS TO THIS LITTLE LIBRARY 
WILL BE ANNOUNCED FROM 
TIME TO TIME 











recommended that the Assembly express “our con- 
tinued confidence in and Christian love towards the 
brethren of this church.” The committee on co- 
operation and union was enlarged by the addition of 
two women from the church at large, who shall be 
nominated by the Board of Women’s Work and 
that the current moderator and the two immediate 
past moderators of the General Assembly be added 
as ex-officio members. 


It is our understanding that this committee on 
cooperation and union, already composed of 17 mem- 
bers, has been complaining about meeting with 
nothing to do. Everyone knows that these meetings 
cost money. The addition of extra members to do 
nothing will be a useless and wasteful procedure. 
This observation is not a captious criticism. It is 
merely pointing out the tendency to add to the 
expense of the church without the prospect of ade- 
quate returns for the expense and time involved. 


This committee noted with hearty approval the 
request that Reformation Day be set as October 14, 
1951, and be observed throughout the Assembly, 
using as the theme for this day, “Martin Luther and 
the Protestant Reformation.” It was suggested that 
this Reformation Day be used by each minister to 
inform his people on the doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion which bind together our Presbyterian and Re- 
formed people of the world. It was recommended 
that our ministers reafirm the apostolic and Refor- 
mation doctrines that have brought Christian quali- 
ties into the economy, the courts and the character 
of democratic nations and that they point out the 
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perils that threaten our basic institutions should ome 
fail to incorporate the liberties held sacred by those 
who gave the word Protestant its original meaning. 


Overture 48 from the Presbytery of Meridian was 
answered in the negative. This overture related to 
the withdrawal from the National Council of 
Churches, It lost by a vote of 257 to 90. 

The recommendation in regard to the communica- 
tion from the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., will be 
discussed under the topic of “Fraternal Delegates.” 


Five Vice Moderators 


N AN unprecedented move, the General As- 

sembly appointed five vice moderators to assist 
the moderator. They are: Dr. Alton H. Glasure, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, St. Peters- 
burg, Fla.; Dr. Frank Alfred Mathes, pastor of the 
South Highland Presbyterian Church, Birmingham, 
Ala.; Dr. Marion N. Boggs, pastor of the Second 
Presbyterian Church, Little Rock, Ark.; Dr. R. A. 
Law, Professor of English at the University of 
Texas, Austin, Tex.; and Rev. C. J. Hollingsworth, 
pastor of the Lafayette Presbyterian Church, Nor- 
folk, Va. Dr. J. Ross McCain, the moderator, re- 
quested the appointments. He said the vice moder- 
ators would act as “a kind of cabinet” and assist him 
and his joint moderator, Dr. James L. Fowle. 


Fraternal Delegates 


HREE fraternal delegates visited the Assembly 
this year. The Rev. H. L. Patrick was the dele- 


gate from the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 


Church. He announced that the A.R.P. Assembly 
voted 103-59 not to consider organic union with any 
body at this time. 


The Rev. Homer Henderson, pastor of the United 
Presbyterian Church, Grove City, Pa., represented 
the United Presbyterians. He urged the United and 
Southern Presbyterians to present a common front 
and work for union. 


Dr. A. M. Frew, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Ardmore, Pa., represented the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. A., and presented to the As- 
sembly the following document: 


O THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 
THE UNITED STATES 


Dear Brethren: 


The 163rd General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States of America, 
meeting in a time filled with uncertainty and 
concern, sends to you, our brothers and sisters 
in the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, our love and the assurance of our 
prayers. It is our hope that this message to you 
will be given not only to your General As- 
sembly but also to your Presbyteries and con- 
gregations. We covet a reply that may be given 
to our Presbyteries and congregations, since 
our General Assembly shall have adjourned 
before your own convenes. 


For many years we were one united church, 
worshipping and praying and working together 
for the conversion of our nation and world. 
We celebrate next year one hundred and fifty 
years of home missions effort to bring America 
to Christ. It is fitting that we celebrate to- 
gether for we have wrought together. 


This is the ninetieth anniversary of the 
tragic General Assembly when our fathers were 
separated to go their own ways and to witness 
that division which, while healed in the nation 
we both love, has not been healed in the Church 
we love even more. Our fathers have long ago 
found themselves one in the Church Trium- 
phant in heaven. 


During that General Assembly in 1861 and 
the years which have followed, some words 
have been spoken, articles written, charges 
made, and resolutions adopted which have not 
been worthy of our Lord Jesus Christ or His 
servants. Believing that before reconcilation 
can be had there must be forgiveness, we, 
therefore, as a General Assembly, humbly ask 
forgiveness of you for whatever we as a 
church or whatever our people have done which 
has been unworthy of our Saviour or which has 
wounded you, our brethren. (St. Matthew 
5 :23,24). 


In the long years which have intervened 
since our house was divided, misunderstandings 
have developed. We, therefore, wish to bear 
this word of testimony to you. As a Church we 
hold the same Confession of Faith and we held 
the same Confession during the years we were 
together. We desire no reunion with any Church 
that does not confess Jesus Christ as Lord, as 
set forth in our common Confession and in the 
historic creeds of the Christian Church, and as 
revealed in the Word of our God. 


We wish also to affirm clearly that for us 
Jesus Christ is the sole head of the Church. We, 
with you, rejoice in a common love for and 
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loyalty as Christians to no earthly order but 
to Jesus Christ and to that Kingdom over 
which He rules as King. The following article 
was added to our ordination and installation 
service for ministers by the General Assembly 
of 1950: 


“Do you believe in One God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit—and do you confess anew the 
Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord, 
and acknowledge Him Head over all things to 
the Church, which is His body?” 


As a Church we have enjoyed these recent 
years of fellowship with you. Over seventeen 
hundred of our churches and over two hundred 
fifty thousand of our people are in the states 
where your three thousand six hundred church- 
es and seven hundred thousand people are 
located. We are confident of your Christian 
fairness and have come to think of a possible 
reunion, not in terms of one Church “swallow- 
ing” the other, but in terms of each having 
more room in which to expand. We want no 
superimposing of one Church on the other. We 
like to picture our coming together as two seas 
being joined. We believe that the ocean cur- 
rents which ultimately will bring us together 
are those of the living God, the love and prayer 
of Christ, the wisdom and power of the Holy 
Spirit, the need of the world for the gospel, 
and our common brotherhood. 


We welcome the United Presbyterian Church 
as a prospective partner in our reunion plans. 
We know the United Presbyterians as splendid 
Christian neighbors and friends. We are glad to 
be engaged with you and with them in a special 
program of acquaintanceship and fellowship 
during this five year period. We trust that the 
way will now be open for all three of us to 
develop further the Plan of Reunion. We hope 
and pray that God’s healing, reconciling love 
will then lead us together to the House of our 
God and to the Church of our fathers where 
we shall find in each other an answer to our 
Blessed Saviour’s prayer that we might all be 
one. 


Cincinnati, Ohio 
May 30, 1951 


Harrison Ray Anderson, Moderator 

Henry Barraclough, Recording Clerk 

Ralph Waldo Lloyd, Permanent Com- 
mission on Inter-church Relations. 


The Committee on Inter-Church Relations then 
made the following recommendation: 


We RECOMMEND the following reply to this 
communication and ask the Assembly to 
request our stated clerk to mail copies of both 
communications to the pastors and clerks of 
Sessions of all of our churches and make ad- 
ditional copies available where they are desired 
for distribution to the people. 


TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Dear Brethren: 


The 91st General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U. S. has been deeply 
touched by the genuinely Christian communica- 
tion which you addressed to us from Cincinnati, 
Ohio, May 30, 1951. We acknowledge this 
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message by sending our love and the assurafice 
of our prayers to you, our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 


We, like yourselves, are the children of 
fathers who did what they thought was right in 
the tragic days when our nation and our church 
were both rent asunder. We rejoice that the 
nation is long since, one, in fact; and, we 
believe that there is now more genuine under- 
standing between the two parts of the divided 
church than at any previous time since 1861. 
We thank God for the ever stronger ties which 
bind us together in Christ Jesus. 


We acknowledge that from our side during 
1861 and in the years which followed, some 
words have been spoken, articles written, 
charges made, and resolutions adopted which 
have not been worthy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
or his servants. We freely grant the forgive- 
ness you beg in this respect, and humbly ask 
you to forgive us for whatever our Assembly 
or our people have done which was unworthy 
of our dear Lord or which has wounded you, 
our brethren in this same Lord. 


We feel that the five year period now being 
devoted to a special program of acquaintance- 
ship and fellowship is richly rewarding to us 
all. We are most happy to have our brethren 
of the United Presbyterian Church working 
with us in this program. During the past year 
our Moderator, Dr. B. R. Lacy Jr., was cordially 
received in many parts of your Assembly. At 
the same time your distinguished moderator, 
Dr. Hugh I. Evans, was a blessing to large 
numbers of our people. We hope Dr. H. Ray 
Anderson and the present moderator of the 
United Presbyterian Church may visit often in 
the South during their term in office. We are 
convinced that acquaintance on both sides is 
essential to any real reunion of our churches. 
May God guide us all, and have His own way in 
perfecting the plans now being made for which 
so many of us entertain high and prayerful 
hopes. 


Without reservations, and with great rejoic- 
ing in our hearts for your fellowship in the 
Gospel, we greet you as our brethren in Christ. 


Although there was no voiced opposition to the 
document from the U.S.A. church, there was quite 
a discussion of it among the commissioners at the 
dining table. Many felt that the document was 
irrelevant at the present time, as the apologies were 
made for the dead whereas the barriers between the 
churches today have to do with the living—the 
Auburn Affirmationists—and not one word was said 
in regard to any penitence on the part of this large 
group. When a document comes from the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., with penitence expressed by 
the signers of the Auburn Affirmation, then the 
picture will change because the main issue today in 
all union negotiations is a doctrinal one. , 


Sunday Services 


HE special preacher for the 11 o’clock worship 
service of the Assembly was Dr. William H. 
McCorkle, pastor of the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church of St. Louis, Mo. Dr. McCorkle used as 
his text, Acts 17:6, ‘““These that have turned the 
world upside down are come hither also.” Dr. Mc- 
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Corkle began by stating “there have been some 
charges against Christians of all ages that they have 
been those who have upset something. The charge 
of being an upsetting force in a comparatively settled 
situation is a high tribute to the brand of Christian- 
ity we have. If we do not upset anyone or anything 
with our faith, we may well wonder if we have any 
faith worthy of notice.” 


After making a powerful appeal for the applica- 
tion of Christianity in daily living, Dr. McCorkle 
inquired, “Have you and I such a vital faith that 
we could have it said of us that at such a time as 
this, we are come to the world to turn it upside 
down for Christ’s sake?” 


Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock Moderator McCain 
dedicated the Grace-Covenant Presbyterian Church 
of which the Rev. George W. Hayward is the new 
pastor. 


Several years ago under the leadership of Dr. 
Marshall C. Dendy, the First Presbyterian Church 
of Orlando started two chapels which are now 
organized churches. One is called the John Knox 
Presbyterian Church and is prospering under the 
ministry of Rev. Hugh Hamilton, its present pastor. 
The other is the church that was dedicated on this 
occasion. Both are free of debt. 


In the dedication service Dr. McCain stated, “The 
Lord takes a great deal of interest in the church in 
which he is to be worshipped. This is evident when 
we realize how much time and space the Holy Spirit 
used in the Bible to tell about the things which 
God felt are important in the church building in 
which He is to be worshipped.” The moderator con- 
tinued by saying that he wanted to give a formula 


for this new church and if taken seriously would: 


insure its success. The formula he gave was ‘“Look- 
ing unto Jesus.’”’ He explained this passage by saying 
“This is the best definition of faith that I know— 
Looking unto Jesus. It means more than looking at 
Jesus. It means that we must trust Him for all 
things. It means that the church must look to Jesus 
at all times whether making a budget or instituting 
an evangelistic program.” 


The Sunday night service was under the auspices 
of the General Council and Program of Progress. 
Dr. James L. Fowle presided at this service. He 
reminded the Assembly that the Program of Pro- 
gress was born out of a great need in our church 
and that it came into existence to meet the needs of 
a growing and expanding church. 


Before introducing Clarence §. Johnson, the 
present director of Program of Progress, Dr. Fowle 
paid a high tribute to the magnificent service of 
former director, Roy Le Craw. 


Director Clarence S$. Johnson affirmed that “a 


church with definite goals will accomplish more than 
a church without definite goals. The two main 
goals of the church should be, first, to introduce lost 
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people to Christ and secondly, to help those who 
have been introduced to Christ to so grow that they 
will assume the responsibilities of a Christian.” 


The main burden of Mr. Johnson’s address was 
the answer to the question “Why should I tithe?” 
He listed the following reasons: 


1. Because it is God’s plan. The tithe is Biblical. 
Lev. 27:30. 


2. The tithe acknowledges God as Sovereign 
owner. 


3. The tithe is the evidence of consecration. II 


Chron. 31:6. 


4. The tithe is the beginning in sharing. Deut. 
12:6. 


5. Christ confirmed the tithe. Matt. 23:23. 
6. God blesses the tithes. Mal. 3:10. 


He further stated that “If we followed God’s 


plan we would never have to mention money from 
the pulpit.” 


The General Council 


MONG the recommendations from the stand- 
ing committee on the General Council the 
following will be of interest to our readers, 


March 2, 1952 was designated as Every MEMBER 
Canvass Day and every church is urged to conduct 
the canvass in such a manner that every member may 
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be enlisted in the total work of the church. The 
theme of the 1952 Every Memser Canvass is “In- 
creasing our service to Christ and His church.” 


It was further recommended that Presbyteries’ 
Stewardship Committees or Councils be urged to 
promote conferences on budgets, stewardship and 
the Every Member Canvass with pastors, sessions, 
diaconates and finance or budget committees, in 
local churches, or groups of churches, to familiarize 
those responsible for these matters on methods and 
techniques, and that the General Council be called 
upon for assistance, if needed in setting up such 
conferences. 


The askings for 1952-53 to be allocated to the 
Synods amounted to $4,800,276. Dr. James G. 
Patton stated that this amount is “The absolute 
minimum needed for the security of our work.” 


Another significant recommendation was that 
effective for the Church Year 1952-53 and there- 
after the Equalization Fund be removed from the 
General Fund and that equalization of the agencies 
be arrived at as follows: 


That approved budget will be increased for each 
agency by 5 percent; that each agency keep an 
accurate record of all receipts from living donors 
and not later than the end of the Church year pay 
5 percent of these receipts to the Treasurer of the 
General Assembly who will disburse these funds on 
order of the General Council for equalization of the 
receipts of all contributing agencies. This shall 
not apply to the American Bible Society and the 
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Inter-Church Agencies or to funds designated by aii 
individual to a particular cause. 


This equalization Fund idea aroused considerable 
discussion. Dr. C. G. McClure of Charlotte, North 
Carolina, submitted the following arguments against 
it. 


1. Loss of confidence thereby incurred. Con- 
fidence is the first requisite in the Church. 
To take five percent which has been given to 
Foreign Missions and give it to make up a defi- 
cit in the Board of Church Extension incurred 
by coldness toward or opposition to Christian 
Relations would weaken the confidence of the 
people in the Church. The whole reorganization 
has already weakened it as judged by the fact 
that ever since the adoption of the reorganiza- 
tion or Felts Report the income for Assembly 
benevolences has dropped, while before that it 
was rising. If we take five percent now, what 
is to keep us from taking ten, twenty, fifty 
later? This loss of confidence and dropping of 
receipts will be accelerated by the proposed 
extension of the equalization fund. 


2. It is said that the Church will get over the 
current slump in assembly causes receipts when 
it gets used to the new program. That may be, 
at least it could be tried. But to try it means to 
continue the present plan for at least another 
year or two. To bring in another change so soon 
would encourage another drop until the church 
gets used to that. Such changes every two years 
will never let the Church catch up or assembly 
benevolences rise. 


38. It ought to be considered whether an 
equalization fund is within the proper powers 
of the Assembly. Jesus Christ sits over against 
the treasury as LORD—not the Church. What 
is given is given to Him and the Church has no 
power to divert those gifts from such a cause 
as Foreign Missions—His final Commission— 
to some other cause she thinks important. 


After full debate the Assembly voted to adopt the 
Equalization Plan. 


Another recommendation that was adopted has 
been under discussion for some time. This recom- 
mendation was to the effect that the church year be 
changed to correspond to the calendar year begin- 
ning January 1, 1954. 


The answer to the Presbytery of Norfolk for a 
thorough study of the agencies of the church in view 
of a tremendous overhead incurred in the new 
organization during the past eighteen months was 
answered in the negative. The committee offered 
two reasons for this action. The reasons stated were: 


1. All work undertaken by the church 
agencies has been undertaken by them on 
special instruction of the General Assembly. 

The reorganization of the Assemblies 
Agencies has been so recently completed that 
it is too soon to evaluate over-head costs. 


Post-Assembly Reflections 
4 FTER a good night of sleep following the 


Assembly, two things stand out in our evalu- 

ation of all the reports and discussions of the 
1951 Assembly. One is encouraging. The other is 
disheartening. 
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The encouraging thing is the Assembly’s growing 
interest in the field of evangelism. To appreciate this 
fact we must go back about ten years ago and recall 
what little time was given to the subject of evangel- 
ism in the church courts. For example, in the As- 
sembly that met in Knoxville, which is somewhat 
typical, the report of evangelism was given at the 
tail-end of the session when part of the commis- 
sioners had left and others were in the process of 
leaving. The picture is quite different today and we 


should thank God for it. 


The disheartening or depressing factor is the 
failure of our church to do its best for the cause of 
World Missions. Whispering campaigns, surrepti- 
tious documents and inexcusable criticisms such as 
was given by the commissioner from East Hanover 
Presbytery last year at the Masanetta Springs As- 
sembly have all had their part in crippling the cause 
of Missions. The time has arrived when Missions 
must be given the place of preeminence in the life 
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of our church if we expect to have the blessings of 
the living Christ in our midst. 


We must be more faithful to the greatest trust 
ever committed to men. While busy in many other 
enterprises we must not forget our marching orders. 
The call to a deeper and more complete consecration 
to the missionary task in our day is clarion, clear, 
compelling and convicting. May the Holy Spirit 
give us the passionate conviction of the Moravians 
who said that the church of Christ exists “to win 
for the Lamb that was slain a reward for His 
sufferings.” 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JULY 8 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Living Together in the Family 


Scripture: Luke 2:51-52; 10:38-42; Ephesians 
5:22,25; 6:1-4; II Timothy 1:1-6; 3:14-15. Devo- 
tional Reading: Proverbs 1:7-19. 


When God made man He established the home and the family: He set the solitary in families. The Fifth 
Commandment, “Honour thy father and thy mother, as the Lord thy God hath commanded thee; that thy 
days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee,” 
is a sort of connecting link between the two tables of the law, and is the first commandment with a promise 





attached to it. In Proverbs 1:8 we read: “My son, 
hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not 
the law of thy mother.” When the father and the 
mother have for their motto, ‘““The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of knowledge,” then the home train- 
ing of the child is in safe hands. The chief concern 
of parents should be to teach their children the 
“fear of the Lord,” and to guard them against sin 
and sinners. | wonder how many parents realize 
that this is their chief concern? Are there not many 
fathers and mothers, too, who pay little heed to this 
part of the education of their children? Even the 
man who wrote these wise words failed miserably 
in his home. However, Solomon is writing under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit and his admonition 
has the backing of inspiration: his failure is a warn- 
ing to other parents. 


Living together in the family is no easy job. If it 
takes “all the grace that God can give, simply to 
live,” then how much more grace it takes to live to- 
gether in the home. In our lesson we get a glimpse 
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into some homes and some great teaching concern- 
ing our home life. 


I. Jesus’ Home: 


Luke 2:51-52. 


1. It was a Good Home in a Bad Place. There 
was a saying about Nazareth which reveals the char- 
acter of this village: Can there any good thing come 
out of Nazareth? This is often our pressing prob- 
lem. How can | have a good home in an evil com- 
munity and an evil world? Some communities are 
worse than others, but now that the world is in 
some respects one great family, how can I keep my 
home free from the contamination of the world? 
How can I have a home atmosphere that is sweet 
and wholesome when it is surrounded by sin, and 
the radio and television bring much of its sordidness 
into the home? Many of these programs are vulgar 
and suggestive of evil. It is harder today than in 
any previous age to have a good home in a bad 
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place. Only by the grace and power of God can we 
hope to succeed. 


2. In this home there were a godly husband and 
wife. We know that Joseph was a good man. He 
was responsive to the visions and commands of God. 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, was certainly one of the 
best women of the Bible, and the most highly hon- 
ored of all women. We do not believe that she was 
sinless, but we know that her Son was without sin. 
We have every reason to believe that His mother 
and Joseph carried out the instructions in Proverbs 
concerning the training of children. 


3. In this home there was a Boy. He was a super- 
natural Child, conceived by the power of the Holy 
Ghost; but He was also Man: the God-man. 


He was an obedient Child, subject to Joseph and 
His mother. This is part of the mystery and wonder 
of the incarnation. 


He was a growing Child, increasing in wisdom 
and statue and in favor with God and man. Here 
is another wonder and mystery. 


Both have their lessons for us. 


“What are you teaching your child?” asked some- 
one of a noted scholor. “I am teaching her to obey,” 
was the reply. Even Jesus learned subjection and 
obedience as the perfect Child. Is not disobedience 
one of the glaring faults in the home life of our 
time? The spirit of lawlessness and disobedience is 
widespread, and it begins, as has been said, in the 
cradle. If our children were taught to obey in the 
home we would not have the lawlessness and crime 
that is threatening our very existence as a nation. 


He was a growing Child. We become uneasy and 
distressed when the bodies and minds of our children 
fail to develop, or they are unable to get along with 
other children. Do we feel the same anxiety about 
their growing in favor with God? Are we satisfied 
with a three-fold growth in our children, and forget 
the fourth and most important? 


II. Home of Martha and Mary: 
Luke 10:38-42. 


This seems to be the home that Jesus loved best 
after He started out on His ministry. He spent a 
great many delightful hours in the fellowship of His 
close friends. He had brought wonderful blessings 
to this home as He had to many others. The brother, 
Lazarus, had been raised from the dead. Simon, the 
leper, whom He healed, was probably the husband 
of Martha. It was natural that this home should 
honor and love Him. 


The two sisters took different ways of showing 
this devotion. Martha the practical housewife, pre- 
pared Him a splendid meal. This was all right, but, 
becoming cumbered about much serving, she became 
irritated and impatient with her sister Mary who 
had left her to serve alone while she sat at Jesus’ 


feet and listened to His words. I do not believe that 
Mary was lazy, but she felt that the most important 
thing right at the moment was to drink in the 
marvellous teaching of her Master. She was being 
fed with heavenly manna. Jesus gently rebukes 
Martha and commends Mary. 


We have two types of Christians; the Mystics, 
and the Workers. We are apt to criticize those who 
dream and meditate, and say, Why don’t you do 
something, not dream all the time. Do we not need 
both kinds? Is it not possible to combine the two? 
If we have to choose, is not the spiritual the most 
important? Jesus evidently thought so for He said, 
Mary hath chosen that good part which shall not be 
taken away from her. For instance; to feed and 
clothe the hungry and naked is a most worthwhile 
work; to lead them to know Jesus as Saviour is still 
better, and the one may prepare the way for the 
other. 


III. The Model Home: 
Ephesians 5:22, 25; 6:1-4 


We would expect Paul to deal with the problem 
of the Home, for he dealt with most of the problems 
which confronted the early Church. His letters to 
the churches and to individuals always touch the 
practical as well as the theoretical and theological 
side of life. This is true of his epistle to the Eph- 
esians. He takes up in a simple and direct way the 
duties and obligations of the members of the family. 


1. He starts with the wife and teaches subjection 
and reverence on her part, toward her husband. The 
Home, like the Church, does not have two heads, 
but only one. The husband is the head of the home 
even as Christ is the Head of the Church. This does 
not imply tyranny and oppression on the part of the 
husband any more than on the part of Christ. In our 
day there is a great deal of confusion and loose 
thinking along this line which is leading to the break- 
ing up of homes. God is wiser than some men and 
women. 


2. The husband must have Love and the spirit of 
Sacrifice. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
loved the Church and gave Himself for it. If hus- 
bands had this attitude, there would be many more 
happy homes. The wife is usually thought of as the 
heart of the Home, but here the husband takes this 
place. Love for his wife must be as strong as love 
for his own body. It must be stronger than love for 
father and mother. I knew a home that was broken 
up because a jealous mother insisted that she must 
come first even after her son was married. In the 
true home, the wife is first in the affection of her 
husband. Only God is above her in the true hus- 
band’s love. 


3. Obedience and honor on the part of the chil- 
dren. Perhaps nothing is more sadly lacking or more 
sorely needed in our homes today. 


4. Fathers; provoke not, but bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. How often Is 
this command broken on the part of fathers! 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 











ener 





AL, 








5. In servants three things are required: (1) 
obedience, (2) reverence, and (3) faithfulness. 
The servants in Paul’s day were slaves, but even 
slaves could “adorn the doctrine of God their 
Saviour.” 


IV. Timothy’s Home: 
Il Timothy 1:1-6; 3:14-15 


Timothy’s father was a Greek, but there were 
two godly women in that home, his mother and 
grandmother. “From a babe thou hast known the 
holy Scriptures.” Two godly women of faith and 
the Bible: this explains Timothy. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 





VESPER TOPICS FOR JULY 8 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.D. 





A Spire in the Community 


Introduction 


As we drive through our cities in America, we find our churches on almost every corner, and nothing is 
more inspiring than the number of church spires pointing heavenward that we pass as we drive through the 
country. As we pass these churches, I am sure that we take them for granted because we are so used to their 
presence. Do you ever stop and think what it would be like to live in a land where there were no churches? 





Do you ever ask yourself what going to church 
really means to you? 


In Psalm 84 we have the answer to these questions 
from a Jew who had been taken out of the land of 
Israel and who was homesick in Babylon for the 
land of Judah where the Temple of God was and 
where he could enjoy the experience of worshipping 
the true God. Let us amswer these questions for 
ourselves by studying his testimony. 


Scripture Lesson - Psalm 84 


I. Longing for the House 
of God - V 1-4 


a. Atmosphere - V 1—As the Psalmist begins to 
express his longing desire for the House of God he 
describes the atmosphere in the House of God. The 
word “amiable” speaks of being characterized by 
kindheartedness, good nature, friendliness, and read- 
iness to be helpful. In the world we often realize 
that people are not good natured, not sweet temper- 
ed, not ready to help, not desirous of pleasing us. 
It is good to draw away from the world with its 
animosity and strife into a fellowship where good 
nature, friendliness and readiness to help prevail, 


and these pre-eminently prevail in the House of God. 


b. Satisfaction - V 2—The Psalmist bears witness 
that his soul is fainting for lack of fellowship in the 
House of God. It is a simple fact that our bodies are 
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made to be satisfied by food and they are restless 
and sick unless they get the proper food. It is just 
as true that we have a spiritual nature that is made 
for fellowship with God and unless that spiritual 
nature has fellowship with God it is restless and 
dissatisfied, and will make us irritable and unhappy. 
That satisfaction of the spirit is found in fellowship 


within the House of God. 


c. Security - V 3—The Psalmist speaks of the 
sparrow finding security and rest in her nest, and 
fellowship in the House of God provides the only 
real security that you and I can ever have. Nothing 
in the world is certain and secure but the promises 
and the providence of God. And only those who 
faithfully find God in the House of Worship can 
enjoy the security that comes from resting on the 
promises and trusting in the providence of God. 


d. Happiness - V 4—Those in the House of God 
lift their hearts in praise unto God. The people of 
the world have tried to find happiness in many 
ways—through the possession of things, through the 
effort of authority over others, through the indulg- 
ence of the flesh in food and alcohol, through the 
efforts to find comfort and ease. But it is still the 
one inescapable fact of history that the only one who 
has happiness that time and circumstances cannot 
alter, is the one who finds his happiness in the Lord. 








Il. Experience Enroute to 


the House of God 


a. Strength - V 5—As this unknown exile ex- 
presses his longing for the House of God, he travels 
in his mind up to the House of God. As he travels 
along the way he is conscious of the fact that the 
arm of flesh will always fail us, and that only those 
who travel in the strength of the Lord shall have 
victory and joy. No man is a match for the worship 
of the flesh and the devil. But any man who stands 
fast in the strength of the Lord’s might is a match 
for the hosts of hell. 


b. Creative joy - V 6—Not only do we get 
strength to meet the demands of life, but as we 
travel day by day, we come into contact with 
suffering and sorrow. More people are weeping in 
this world than are laughing. The man whose 
strength is in the Lord is not unmoved by the weep- 
ing of the peoples of the world, nor is he, himself, 
exempt from suffering, but the Spirit of the living 
God in his heart enables him to have a creative 
belief that will turn sorrow to joy and defeat to 
victory. 


c. Assurance of Acceptance - V 7—As the Psalmist 
travels to the House of God in his mind’s eye, he 
sees those who appear before God in the House of 
God. He has the assurance of their acceptance when 
they come to the House of God. Being justified by 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we know that we 
have been accepted by God and have access to God. 
Think of the thousands of people who have crowded 
our streets and stood for hours to see General Mac- 
Arthur. How much more wonderful to be accepted 
by God, and have access to him. And that is just 
what we have when we come to the House of God 
in the name of Christ. 


III. Prayer Within the 
House of God 


a. To Whom - V 8-9 


(1) Lord of Hosts - Powerful 
(2) God of Jacob - Promises 
(3) Our Shield - Protector 


At this point our Psalmist, who is traveling in his 
mind to the House of God, has arrived and is think- 
ing of the God to whom we pray within the House. 
He is the Lord of Hosts who has all power and 
might in the universe. He is the God of Jacob who 
has made great and mighty promises to Abraham, 
Issac, Jacob, and to all of His people through the 
ages. Today He is our shield, who protects us by 
making His power work for us according to the 
promises laid down. What need we more for life 
than to know that God is our powerful protector 
who is keeping His promises to us. 


IV. Result of Going to 
House of God 


a. Blessing of Fellowship - V 1Qa—As our un- 
known Psalmist leaves the House of God, he is very 
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conscious of the blessing that he has had. One day in 
that fellowship is worth more than a thousand out 
in the world among the sinners and the scornful. 
Many people go to church to worship, and all they 
do is say and sing words. But once we worship in 
the power of the Spirit we taste that heavenly 
fellowship, and one taste convinces us that it is 
worth more than a lifetime of tasting that which 
comes from the world and the flesh. 


b. Acceptance of Service - V 10b—Once the 
Psalmist has tasted the heavenly fellowship he places 
himself at God’s disposal for service. He prefers the 
small service of being a doorkeeper in the House of 
the Lord than to have the highest and best that the 
world outside can give. A living fellowship with 
God makes us place His service first in our lives. 


c. Assurance of Providence V 11-12—And as we 
go on in the way of service, we are sure that God 
will protect us, give us every good thing that we 
need for life, and keep us in His peace forever. 


Summary 


All too often you and I go to the House of God 
from force of habit and merely because we want to 
be with the gang who will be there. Spiritually we 
should take this same mental journey each week to 
the House that this unknown captive took when he 
was in a land where there were no churches to which 
he could go. We should long to go to the House of 
God because we expect to find there the friendly 
atmosphere, spiritual satisfaction, and personal se- 
curity and happiness for which we are made. As we 
live day by day between Sunday’s, we should re- 
member that in the House of God we have received 
the strength to live triumphantly, the joy that. will 
turn sorrow to victory, and the acceptance with God 
that assures us of His presence all the way through. 
We should ever keep before our minds our God— 
the powerful God who promised to protect us. And 
as a result of our going regularly to the House of 
God the blessing of that fellowship should let us 
accept faithfully and regularly some service for God 
in the assurance of His providential kindness and 
blessing. 


SUGGESTIONS 


It would be good to have a discussion with your 
group on what it means to go to church and what 
our community would be like if there were no church 
spires in it, Then study the Scripture lesson as out- 
lined above as an example of the journey each of us 
should make in spirit as we go to the House of God 
on one Sunday and travel on to the House of God 
to the next Sunday. 





MONTREAT ADULT CONFERENCE 
June 29 - July 3 — Montreat, N. C. 


WRITE MONTREAT MANAGEMENT FOR 
ROOM RESERVATION 


————! 
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Summer Church Activities 
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There is more, rather than less, time for church 
activities in the summer months, There are more, 
rather than fewer, things that can be done in the 
summer months than in the winter. There are more, 
rather than fewer, people available to do things in 
the church in the summer. With more things to do, 
more people to do them, and more time in which to 
do them, why are our churches getting in the habit 
of “closing up shop” for the summer months? 


Consider the advantages of the summer months 
for increased enthusiasm and enlarged activities on 
the part of more people. Here are a few of them: 
Public schools and colleges are closed except for a 
small percentage of students who attend summer 
school, Children and young people, as well as the 
adults who are engaged in educational work, are 
free to be enlisted in any constructive activities 
which the church will devise. 


If the church does not plan things for them to do 
they will look elsewhere for activity, for they will 
not remain idle for a three months’ period. At the 
same time, housewives have more freedom in their 
schedules, for the Parent Teachers’ Association has 
suspended its meetings and the various clubs in the 
community have discontinued their meetings. Bus- 


iness men, too, will have more time for the church 


and the family because many of their civic enter- 
prises will not be claiming their time during the 
summer, 
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Consider the possibilities of developing a program 
of family fellowship in the church as well as in the 
home during these months when every member of 
the family has fewer outside engagements and when 
the weather is conducive to outdoor activities of 
all kinds. Some churches have found that garden 
parties once a week on the lawns of the homes of 
various members have brought together larger num- 
bers of old members and prospective members than 
the weekly church nights during the winter months. 
Other churches have planned a series of neighbor- 
hood visitation evenings, zoning the congregation 
and giving families definite directions as to their 
visitation with other families in their zone. Long 
summer evenings are the best possible time for 
establishing the kind of friendly contacts that will 
win new families into the fellowship of the church, 
and also create a better feeling of fellowship on the 
part of old members who have been worshipping 
together but have not seen each other except on 
Sundays. 


Think of the work that could be shared by all 
the members of the family and by several families 
working together if, during the summer months, 
there were regular times for members to do manual 
labor on the church building and grounds. Flower 
gardens could be developed, rooms could be painted, 
furniture could be refinished, windows could be 
washed, floors could be stained and polished. 


Young people will have a new sense of ownership 
in their church and an accompanying interest in 
maintenance through the year if they share some 
such projects with the adults of their church family. 
If the home church is well kept by employed help, 
there is always the possibility of carrying on such 
projects as these at the chapels or mission churches 
nearby. Added fellowship in the family of the church 
will be developed if such work projects are shared 
with the people of a chapel or mission church. 


The opportunities for family fun and recreation 
during the summer months are unlimited. The 
church might make a playground available or game- 
rooms or picnic grounds, or it might plan overnight 
hikes or camp-outs for family groups. The church 
might also give guidance to individual families for 
the best use of their leisure time during the summer 
days. Many families would welcome some help in 
selection of reading materials and in the develop- 
ment of constructive hobbies. 


Summer time might also be a time of increased 
service to the community. Vacation Church Schools, 
supervised playgrounds, hobby shops, play nights, 
Bible study classes, story hours, and all kinds of 
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similar activities can be carried on in and near the 
church during the summer for all the children and 
young people of the neighborhood. In the infor- 
mality of such programs many of the barriers which 
separate groups will be lost. 


Religion can become more closely related to all 
the days of the week and all the phases of life during 
the seven-day a week program of the summer than 
during the winter when the church’s activities are 
largely confined to Sundays. 


Let’s make this summer different! Let’s take 
advantage of the many opportunities nature bestows 
upon us. Let’s have no less, but rather more worship 
as we use the out-of-doors, as well as the sanctuary, 
in which to feel God’s presence. Let’s have no less, 
but rather more learning as we use the summertime 
hours for Bible story reading and the reading of 
great literature. Let’s have no less, but rather more 
fellowship as we plan for families and groups of 
families within the church and neighborhood to do 
things together in the summer evenings. Let’s have 
no less, but rather more sharing as we give our time 
and more of ourselves to activities of service for the 
church, for the community, for others wherever they 
may be. 


By all means, let’s avoid that summer slump! 
With a little planning we can make this summer 
different! —END. 





WOMEN’S WORK 





Snedecor Memorial Training School 
For Negro Women 


Stillman College — Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
August 7-14, 1951 


Theme: Introducing People to Christ, the Only 
Answer! 


Another very important week on the calendar of 
the Women of the Church is that of August 7-14, 
at which time the Negro women of our Church 
come together at Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama for their annual period of inspiration, in- 
struction, and fellowship. 


The visual presentation of “His Mission” will be 
given on Sunday evening through the picture— 
Again Pioneers. 


The Program 


Speakers: The Rev. Dr. J. W. Holley, Consul- 
tant, Colored Division, University System of 
Georgia; Mrs. Paul K. Buckles, Chairman, Wo- 
men’s Advisory Council; Miss Janie W. Mc- 
Gaughey, Executive Secretary, Board of Women’s 
Work; Mrs. T. Smith Brewer, Chairman, Board of 
Women’s Work; The Rev. B. S. Hodges, Jr., 
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Associate Secretary, General Council; Miss Mary 
Crawford, Missionary to the Congo. 


Courses and Teachers: Bible Hour—The Rev. 
Albert Winn; How to Study the Bible—The Rev. 
C. H. Williams; Organization and Work—Mrs. 
Arena Devarieste; Missions in the Local Church— 
Miss Evelyn Green; Christian Witnessing—The 
Rev. Alex Batchelor, D.D.; Christian Citizenship— 
The Rev. Lawrence Bottoms; Worship — Miss 
Myrtle Williamson; Book Chats and Recreation— 
Miss Bessie Lewis. 

Music: Mr. G. Richard Washington—Organist 


and Pianist. 


Rosa Page Welch—Dramatic Soprano. One of 
God’s richest blessings to the School this year is 
anticipated in the presence of Mrs. Rosa Page 
Welch who will appear in concert on Saturday 
night. During the week she will give of her talent 
in two afternoon conferences on Church music. 


Candlelight and Consecration: The School will 
be brought to a close with the consecration candle- 
light service which has become traditional, Mrs. T. 
Smith Brewer, Chairman, Board of Women’s Work 
will be the speaker at this service and present the 
challenge for the days ahead. 





What I Saw - Heard - Felt At 

Presbyterial Meetings This Spring 
By Mrs. John L. Parkes 

I SAW: 


Women interested and alert as leaders, ready for 
additional information in order to be better leaders. 


Women interested and alert as followers, en- 
thusiastic to know what their Presbyterials were 
doing in Kingdom interests .. . 


Women willing to plan weeks ahead for the care 
of their families so they could have these one or two 
days apart... 


Hostess Churches with open doors and hearts to 
entertain the visiting women and speakers ... 


Ministers ready and waiting to welcome the wo- 
men of the Churches and to encourage in every spot 
where needed ... 


Business men because of Church responsibility and 
loyalty take time from their routine schedules to be 
present and assist the minister in serving The Lord’s 
Supper... 


Tensions erased from the faces of women as they 
relaxed in God’s presence ... 


Blank expressions come alive during the meeting 
as some remark brought light .. . 
Young women assuming leadership ... 


Older women beam with delight at young women 
they had trained ... 
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Life memberships given in honor of service already 
given Him... 


Yes, I saw “The Lord high and lifted up!” 
] HEARD: 


A young woman, who has never before taught 
Bible, used by God to lift hearts to Him and warn 
them to passionately desire to be better witnesses for 


ae 


Synodical presidents bring stirring messages of 
encouragement and challenge ... 


Presbyterial presidents present visions of service 
and discipleship with winsomeness and appeal ... 


The Birthday Objective LIVE before us as force- 
ful words were spoken by a missionary from Africa: 
“African womanhood needs the womanhood of 
America, ‘Come over and help us.’ To you the wo- 
men of the Southern Presbyterian Church we wish 
the happiest birthday you have ever had ...” 


Reviews of the work of the Women of the 
Church, sometimes encouraging, sometimes less so, 
presented effectively ... 


The Work of the Boards of our Church present- 
ed by representatives with fervor, leaving a glow 
surrounding each task and impelling hope for days 


ahead ... 


Young People from our College Glee Clubs and 
one Orphanage sing the Greatest Story Ever Told 
with beaming faces testifying to its Reality ... 


The great hymns of His Church sung in another 
language (that I could not understand but He 
could), and prayers taken to His throne in the 
same manner while my own heart could but add,. 
“Amen, Amen!” ... 


1 FELT: 


Awed in the Presence of a God who had given 
women so much and who was expecting much in 
return ... 


Tingling with praise to be a part of His Kingdom 
on earth, NOW, to have had the blessing of renew- 
ing for the days ahead as I had listened and 
learned . . . 


The challenge of fields so white to the harvest, 
the care they needed and I was impelled to pray— 


O Lord of Life, and God of Love 
Help us to know we ask 

The beauty of the trust we bear 
The glory of the task. 


Strengthen our hands and cleanse our hearts 
Lighten our eyes, and make 

Us worthy of the trust we bear 

For our Lord, our Master’s Sake. 


—Anon. 


JUNE 27,1951 





A Visit 
One day I rang a doorbell 
In a casual sort of way, 
°Twas not a formal visit 
And there wasn’t much to say; 
I don’t remember what I said, 
It matters not I guess, 
I found a heart in hunger, 
A soul in deep distress. 
He said I came from Heaven 
And I often wondered why 
He said I came to see him 
When no other help was nigh; 
It meant so little to me 
To knock at a stranger’s door, 
But it meant Heaven to him, 
And God’s peace forevermore. 


—Anonymous. 





World Missions Receipts 


April 1, 1950, to June 1, 1950 _ $136,830.97 
April 1, 1951, to June 1, 1951 159,533.70 
Gain eee 
Program Of Progress 
Net Receipts 
April 1, 1950, to June 1, 1950 _..._ $ 78,045.83 
April 1, 1951, to June 1, 1951 27,529.83 
Loss _. cise sao 





NATIONAL RADIO PULPIT 
1951 SUMMER SERIES 


COAST EVERY 
TO SUNDAY 
COAST 10-10:30 A.M. 
ow (EST) 
NBC 9-9:30 A.M. 

Network (CST) 





OUR RADIO PREACHER 
DR. JOHN A. REDHEAD 


July 1: “The Healing Faith” 
July 8: “‘God’s Portrait Of Himself” 


Write For Copies Of Messages 














Bos GiLtespi£, Presbyterian Elder and young Atlanta 
physician, originator of “Our TiTHING ADVENTURE” — 
introducing it at the 1950 General Assembly. 














13 WEEKS OF TITHING 
SEPTEMBER 15 — DECEMBER 15 





Enlist Yourself — Enlist Your Church 
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